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ike in case of Pakistan, Sudan has expe-
Lricnced a counter-coup by the President
Sudanese Chief of Army Staff, Gen. Omar
Al-Bashir to pre-empt a constitutional coup
by the Speaker of the parliament, Dr.
Hassan al-Turabi. Turabi acted unwisely by
trying first to marginalise the President and
¢ then to amend the constitution, gnsuring a
change of a Presidential system into a par-
liamentary system. Ironically, Turabi him-
self framed the constitution, which was
passed by the people of Sudan in a referen-
dum held in January, 1998.

Also, it was President Omar Hassan' al-
Bashir who installed a Turabi-guided
Islamist government after the revolution in
1989. Bashir tossed a political bombshell at
the nation by declaring a three-month state

vof emergency and dissolving the National

ssembly, or parliament.

2.\ Immediately, the Sudanese troops sealed
“2ye parliament building and guarded key

sitions in the capital.

"~ Khartoum newspapers reported that
"~ ‘Turabi and several assembly members had
- .tried twice to enter the Nile-side parliament

suilding in Omdurman , but were turned
wway. The lieutenant-general's move, aimed
-at clipping the wings of Turabi, an Islamic
ideologue previously seen as Sudan's most
powerful politician, has drawn cautious
support from Libya and Egypt and a neutral
comment from the United States.

State Department spokesman James
Foley said Washington wanted Sudan to
adopt policies that would promote peace
and reconciliation, end religious persecu-
tion and slavery, reconcile Sudan with its
neighbours and end support for terrorist
groups.

" All of these things have to do with
policies and not personalities,” Foley said
in Washington.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi both tele-
phoned Bashir and extended to him full
support.

In Cairo, Foreign Minister Amr Moussa
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ernment "in their steps aimed at Sudan's
stability, unity and territorial integrity."
Egypt and Libya launched a peace initia-
tive for Sudan in May but any moves for
national reconciliation will have to await
the outcome of the power struggle between
Bashir and Turabi.

Arabic Television "Sudan", quoted Gen.
Bashir as saying he acted with the support
of military commanders and police chiefs
to restore discipline, end chaos and unify
the leadership of the countrv.

Khartoum's government-owned al-
Anbaa daily said the cabinet had blessed
Bashir's decrees as reflecting "the wish of
the internal front” and likely to boost peace
efforts. He also said that he exercised
utmost patience during the last three
months but to no avail.

Bashir, who is chairman of the party,
stayed away from the meeting, as did his
two deputy presidents and several ministers
including Culture and Information Minister
Ghazi Salahuddin and Transport Minister
Lam Akol, all considered his supporters.

Two independent newspapers al-Wifaq
and al-Usbua said that Omar al-Bashir was
in full control.

The privately owned al-Rai al-Aam said
members of the 400-strong disselved par-
liament would appeal to the constitutional
court against the presidential measures.

Sadeq al-Mahdi, leader of the opposition
Umma Party, called Bashir's move a cor-
rective move and looked forward for a gen-
uine change. In remarks on Arabic-lan-
guage MBC television, he called for a
national conference to settle crises that the
government could not resolve alone.

Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-
Bashir appeared to be consolidating his
grip on power. He has met no visible oppo-
sition from the government, military,
police, media or ordinary people and has
drawn expressions of support from the
leaders of neighbouring states such as

Not a single cabinet minister has
resigned, despite the urgings of the
National Congress Party leadership.
Ibrahim al-Senousi, governor of Northern
Kordofan state, and a Turabi ally, is the
only senior official known to have quit.

Arabic daily Akhbar al-Ycum quoted
Gen. Bashir as saying, "We do not reject
mediation efforts but 1 would like to reaf-
firm that we will never retreat from the lat-
est decisions." Sudanese television said
Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi
and Yemeni President Ali Abdallah Saleh
had also expressed support for Bashir. Arab
analysts believe that the change in Sudan
has occurred after a period when the
Government had been engaged in discus-
sions with the political Opposition in exile
and with foreign powers that had been
estranged. These circumstances suggest,
that there were deeper reasons for Gen.
Bashir's action than the one he has cited.

Although the military had taken power
in 1989, Dr. Turabi, who is a civilian, was a
powerful force in Sudan's ruling circles

mainly because Gen. Al-Bashir brought -

him to the fore. More recently, there were
reports that this form of dual authority was
not working smoothly. In his statement
after the coup, Gen. Bashir charged that the
party leadership under Dr. Turabi had tried
to disgrace the executive by castigating
him for missing a meeting of the
Leadership Authority.

Details of the connection between Col.
Bashir's action and recent developments are
not fully clear. The President had recently
met the Opposition leader, Mr. Sadiq al
Mahdi, in the strongest bid yet for a patch-
up with the forces that have forged a fragile
unity against the Khartoum Government.
The Arab military and political opposition
from northern Sudan had set aside deep-
rooted prejudices and differences with the
Christian and animist- based Opposition of

the south and combined forces a few years:

ago. While co-ordination between the
northern and southern allies does not
appear-to have been perfect, their symbolic
unity was in itself a danger sigpal to the
Government.

Gen. Omar al-Bashir is known to be a
moderate Islamist. He is unique in the
Sudanese Army by wirtue of being a highly
committed person to Islamic ideals. He is
one leader who challenged the unjust US
sanctions against the people of Iraq and
sent to the starving Iraqi people wheat,
meet, food and medicine despite the fact
that Sudan was experiencing economic
hardship and sanctions by the United States
and its Western allies. For that gesture,
Gen. Al-Bashir has become a hero among
the Arab masses. For example, the editor of
London-based al-Arab, al-Honi had written
a front-page editorial comparing al-Bashir
with late Gamal Abdul Nasser. Like
Nasser, al-Bashir is known as " Mr. Clean."
For example, he used a 1995-model car
Cresida, though he is entitled to a better car
as COAS and the elected President of the
Republic.

; One of the most outstanding achieve-
ments of Gen. Bashir is that Sudan has
recently discovered oil in commercial
guantities. Export of oil has already started.

- Al-Bashir also built Giad Industrial town,

which has already started commercial pro-
duction of cars, tractors and trucks.

Another landmark is the building of
Khartoum Refinery, which is processing
2.5 million barrels a year.

Judging by an exclusive interview with
the author two years ago in Islamabad,
Gen. Bashir is an extra-ordinary humble,
soft- spoken and well versed with interna-
tional affairs. It is presumed that under his
leadership, Sudan would be able to resolve
its inieinal problems and improve ties with
neighbouring countries especially Egypt.
Once, this is achieved, the United States
would not have any case against Sudan.

Washington would then be obliged to lift
sanctions imposed on Khartoum.



